                                                 Australia and New Zealand

· Officially the name is the Commmonwealth of Australia  - it means Australia , Tasmania and many islands in the Indian and Pacific Oceans 

· The first inhabitants of Austr. were Aborigines , these black people have their own language, culture and traditions, they still live there , they are quite poor
· Australia was discovered by Dutch sailor James Cook , then Britain began to send convicts to the new country. Life was very difficult because the convicts had to work very hard, they had to build farms, roads and so on. Later thousands of people went to Austr. to dig gold and they settled down there.

· Nowadays Australian cities are multicultural – there are people from Japan, the USA, China, the Netherlands, Greece, Germany

· geography : Two-thirds of Australia is desert,  in the centre of the continent and 

                                west. There are hills and big salt lakes and it is difficult to grow 

                                anything there

· The weather is quite hot, in summer the temperature is about 40°C, in winter the temperature is about 15°C. In wet seasons there is a lot of rain, in dry seasons it is hot and sunny  

The highest mountain is Mount Kosciusko, in the Great Divinding Range, it is 

2 228 metres high

Australian people live near the sea, in the south and east of the country, where the summers are warm and the winters aren´t too cold.

The longest river is Murray – Darling 

Austr. has 6 states – New South Wales, Queensland, Northern Territory, South                                                       

                                 Australia, Western Australia and Victoria
Cities: Sydney – is the oldest and biggest city. It´s a busy, modern city.It is an international city .You can meet there people from all over the world.. There are 

many skyscapers. It´s a town of business. The most famous building is Sydney Opera House . The roof of this beautiful buiding looks like sails. 

Harbour Bridge  in Sydney is one of the longest bridges in the world.

Melbourne is the second biggest city. There are large streets, lovely old buildings, large parks, many theatres, pubs, bars and so on.

Canberra – is the capital, it´s quire a small city

Famous Australian animals are kangaroos, koalas, emus, crocodiles, snakes

ULURU – is an enormous rock in the middle of Australia. It is the largest rock in the world.

Famous Australians – Mel Gibson  - an actor, Kylie Minogue – a singer

New Zealand  is a country of islands. The main islands are the North Island and the South Island plus there are many small islands too.

It is a long narrow country , it ´s known for beautiful nature, high mountains, forests,lakes, deserts, rivers.

The first inhabitants were Maori , then British people came to live there

There are 2 official languages  – Maori and English
Auckland – is the largest town in the North Island.
Windy Wellington is the capital of New Zealand. It is situated in the south of the North Island. It is built on high hills around a lovely harbour.

· There is a very hot weather, a lot of rain, many farms, sheep, cows, a lot of fruit – kiwifruit, many fish 

New Zealanders are often called Kiwis .

